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PREFACE

Kolar is one of the eight districts of the erstwhile princely state of Mysore
for which a Gazetteer was compiled and printed as early as 1869 by Krishna
Iyengar. The scope of Gazettecer then was limited and was confined to physical
features, socio-economic conditions and cultural aspects. Infact it was
attempted to obtain a survey and general statistical account of the territories,
to meet the requirements of not only East India Company, after the fall of Tipu
Sultan in 1799, but also other European Countries that evinced interest in
the dominions of the Raja of Mysore and the country acquired by the company
from Sultan in the last war.

In 1876, B.L.Rice brought out two volumes of Gazetteer devoted to Mysore
and a third to Coorg, the first volume of Mysore dealing in General and the
second by districts eight in number. Again in 1897 Mr. Rice published a
revised edition which won high appreciation. This edition was out of print for
some years. The then Maharaja of Mysore, therefore resolved to publish a new
edition of the work. Sri Rao Bahaddur R.Narasimhachar was appointed as a
compiler followed by Dr.Thyagaraja Iyer. In February 1924, Rao Bahaddur
Hayavadana Rao was appointed as editor and entrusted with this work.

Since several changes had taken place in the past thirty years in the
administration of state, and His Highness’s Government deemed it necessary
to incorporate them in the new edition, Sri. Hayavadana Rao revised the work,
introduced changes in the general plan and brought out five volumes in eight
books. The single volume of B.L.Rice dealing with the state in general was
expanded into four volumes, entitled ‘Descriptive, ‘Historical’, ‘Economic’ and
‘Administrative’. The volume ‘Historical’ was brought out in four parts covering
from ancient period to modern period in a comprehensive manner. Volume V
is devoted to the cight districts. Thus five volumes in the form of eight books
were compiled and edited by Sri C. Hayavadana Rao.

After independence, the Central Gazetteer Unit in consultation with
State Units devised a common plan of contents so as to have uniformity and
also to enable a wide coverage on various aspects, including the trends of
development. In accordance with this scheme, repatterned series of District
Gazetteers were brought out and were published by the State Government.
The District Gazetteer of Kolar under this scheme was published in 1968
under the supervision of Sri. K. Abhishankar, the then Chief Editor. This volume
became a comprehensive single source of information about the district and
served both to the specialists and general rcaders.

After completion of the Centrally sponsored scheme of editing and
printing the District Gazetteers that were to be a part of Gazetteer of India, the
Department undertook independently publishing of District Gazetteers in
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Kannada. This was in pursuance of the State Language Policy. The District
Gazetteer of Kolar in Kannada was first published during 2005, under the
supervision of Sri H. Chittaranjan, kas., Chief Editor.

On the advice of the Gazetteer Advisory Committee headed by the Chief
Secretary, the department introduced the scheme of translating the District
Gazetteers from Kannada to English. These translations helped many people
to understand the concept of Gazetteer and also to benefit from the immense
information made available on various aspects. The department has completed
the translation of District Gazetteers from Kannada to English of Kodagu,
Dharwad, Gulbarga, Bijapur, Mandya and Dakshina District districts.

The present volume is a translation of Kannada text published during
2005, and as such includes taluks of the present Chikkaballapura District.
For easy reference the Gazetteer is divided into seventeen chapters viz.,
General, History, People, Agriculture and Irrigation, Industries, Banking,
Finance, Trade and Commerce, Transport and Communication, Economic
Trends, General and Revenue Administration, Law and Order and Justice,
Other Departments, Local Self Government, Education and Sports, Literature
and Culture, Medical and Health Services, Other Social Services and Places
of Interest. An attempt is also made to outline the various development
schemes of Government.

I express my gratitude to Sri Govinda M. Karjola, Hon’ble Minister for
Minor Irrigation and Kannada & Culture, Sri- S.V.Ranganath IAS., Chief
Secretary Government of Karnataka, Sri Basavaraju IAS., Secretary, Department
of Kananda and Culture and Information and members of the Advisory
Committee for their valuable guidance and support.

I also thank Editors, and their supporting staff for the completion of this
volume. ‘ ,

I hope this revised edition of the District Gazetteer will serve the needs

of research scholars and general readers as a comprehensive source of
information about the district.

Bengaluru o S. Anees Siraj
24-10-2011 Chief Editor

Karnataka Gazetteer Department
Bengaluru
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Smt. Usha Ganesh, 1as,, Ananthapura, Andrapradesh.
Chief Secretary, .
Department of Kannada and Culture, © Special Members
Bangalore.
_ Prof. V. Chandrashekhara Nangali,
Dr. H.P. Nagarajaiah, Professor,
Rtd. Kannada Professor, - Kannada Department,
Rajajinagar, Bangalore. Govt. PU College, Kolar.
Dr. Channanna Valikara, Sri. K. Prahlad Rao,
Professor, Kannada Department Senior Journalist & Editor,
Gulbarga University, Gulbarga. Kolara Daily, Kolar.
Dr. K.Puttaswamaiah, , Member Secretary
Member, State Planning Commission,
Vijayanagara 11" stage, Bangalore. Sri. H. Chittaranjan Kas.,

Chief Editor,

Rev. Father Anthappa, Karnataka. Gazetteer, 8" Floor,
Christ. Karunalaya Church, BWSSB, Kaveri Bhavan,

Jaraganahalli, Bangalore. Bangalore.
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S. Anees Siraj, KAS,,
S.A. Jagannath
S.N. Raju

S. Rajendrappa
S.Y. Bettegowda
P.R. Srinivas

U. Sumana
Mahesh Muttalagiri
B.H. Ramakumari
Gayathri

V. Janaki

K.S. Ambika

K.S. Subbalakshmi
C. Nagalakshmi
T.B. Kushalappa

H. Chandra

H. N. Rvaghavendrak
C. Sugunamma

M. N. Padma

(31-08-2011) :

Designation

Chief Editor

Senior Editor (Retd.31.08.2011)
Editor

Editor

Editor

Investigator
Investigator
Investigator
Investigator
Investigator
Superintendent

First Division Assistant
First Division Assistant
Stenographer

Driver

Group D

Group D

Group D |
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